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BYU and Institute Projects
Showcased at AAR/SBL Meetings
BYU and Institute scholars gave presentations at
all ﬁve sessions of the Rocky Mountain–Great Plains
regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion and the Society of Biblical Literature on 26–27
March 2004. Because several sessions took place on
the BYU campus for the ﬁrst time, and because onethird of the 51 presenters were BYU-aﬃliated scholars (8 of them closely associated with the Institute),
the event was an ideal opportunity for the university
to showcase its contributions to religious scholarship.
According to Thomas Wayment, a BYU assistant
professor of ancient scripture who chaired the event,
many AAR/SBL oﬃcers at the national level (such as
the current president and director of SBL) come from

‘Binding of Isaac’ Focus of
FARMS Conference, Lecture
Akedah Conference
Genesis 22 records that God commanded Abraham to sacriﬁce his son Isaac upon an altar but intervened at the last moment, providing instead a ram
for the actual sacriﬁce and greatly blessing Abraham
for passing what has come to be viewed as the ultimate test of obedience to God’s will. The account,
simple enough in outline, is nevertheless seen by
diﬀerent religious traditions as profoundly symbolic
and even enigmatic, its moral and religious implications having spawned numerous interpretations.
Known as the Akedah (Hebrew, “the binding”),
this dramatic episode is of central importance to
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. It is of no less
consequence to Latter-day Saint Christians, whose
scriptural canon, though it does very little to elu-

the Rocky Mountain–Great Plains region. “In this
regard, it was an important move on our part to bring
the regional meeting here—so that leading scholars
from around the nation could have the opportunity
to see the type of work that is going on here at BYU,”
Wayment said. “To say it mildly, they were very
impressed with what is being done here on campus.”
The Institute’s work of digitally imaging
ancient manuscripts was one of two BYU projects
that caught the attention of participants. “One
attendee (a national oﬃcer) was so impressed
that she promised to promote the work of BYU
at the national level,” said Wayment, who added
that the informative presentation further solidiﬁed BYU’s already-strong position in that ﬁeld.
The other project that attracted attention was the
Joseph Smith Papers Project of the Joseph Fielding

continued on page 6

cidate the Akedah beyond what is known from
the biblical account, supports that account while
providing signiﬁcant new revelation on Abraham’s
ministry and stature in religious history in general.
Latter-day Saint researchers who have studied
the Akedah shared their ﬁndings at a conference
held at Brigham Young University on 6 March 2004.
Sponsored by FARMS and BYU’s Religious Studies
Center, the six-hour event titled “Genesis 22: Latterday Saint Perspectives on the Binding of Isaac” began
with a showing of the ﬁlm Akedah (The Binding) and
then featured 14 presentations in ﬁve sessions.
In opening remarks, Brian M. Hauglid, an assistant professor of ancient scripture at BYU, noted
that Elder Neal A. Maxwell spoke of “relevance in
antiquity” and that the clear relevance of the Akedah
was that Abraham’s obedience to God in the near
sacriﬁce of Isaac is a similitude of the sacriﬁce of the
Son of God (Jacob 4:5). From that common ground,
the presenters probed the Akedah from many angles,
continued on page 7
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sal kings to the Assyrian capital for enculturation,
replacing deceased vassal kings with loyal princes,
and sending prisoners of war to settle distant lands,
thus breaking their ties with their homeland and
the local deities. Tiglath-pileser’s reforms remained
in place with his successors and with the kingdoms
of Babylon and Persia that came to rule the region
after the Assyrians. Thus we ﬁnd the Babylonians
taking Jewish kings and princes as hostages (e.g.,
Daniel and his friends) and replacing Jewish
kings at will. People from Israel and Judah were
deported to other parts of the Assyrian and Babylonian empires, leading to the Diaspora. The taking of hostages still occurs in the Middle East, and
Tiglath-pileser’s standing army, postal system, and
spy network remain part of modern civilization.
• John W. Welch, Robert K. Thomas Professor
of Law; topic: “The Bible in American Law.” For
centuries, the Bible was considered an integral part
of the law, and therefore its foundational inﬂuence
was systemic and organic. To a degree that may be
surprising to some people, many biblical concepts
concerning law, ethics, civil liberties, judicial procedures, government, and society continue to provide
signiﬁcant ingredients in the American images of
justice, mercy, rights, duties, and the common law.
For example, the right against self-incrimination
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illustrating the truth of Old Testament scholar
Gordon Wenham’s observation (quoted by David
Bokovoy in the ﬁrst session) that “no other episode
in the Old Testament can match the sacriﬁce of
Isaac in its haunting beauty or theological depth.”
Topics included art, archaeology, and Jewish and
Christian interpretations of the Akedah. The contributors were David Bokovoy, Jeﬀrey R. Chadwick,
E. Douglas Clark (his paper was read by his brother),
David C. Dollahite, Blair Van Dyke, John Gee, Jared
M. Halverson, Amy Hardison, Kristian Heal, Jared
Ludlow, Daniel B. McKinlay, Stephen D. Ricks (with
Michael Lyon), John S. Thompson, John A. Tvedtnes,
and Camille S. Williams.

found in the Fifth Amendment grew out of Roman,
Canon, and Jewish law, but William Tyndale can
be credited for launching its adoption into English
law. His English translation of the Bible (1525) and
exposition on “swear not” in Matthew 5–7 (1530)
boldly asserted that scripture rejects the idea of
compelling a person to bear witness against himself. The case of the adulteress in John 8 was also
inﬂuential in showing that Jesus did not require her
to testify for or against herself. From such developments, the right against self-incrimination found its
way into the American Constitution. Biblical provisions do not, and in many cases should not, control
American law, but neither can nor should they be
eliminated from the realities of American law.
Besides turning a spotlight on religious studies at BYU and providing faculty and Institute
scholars with opportunities to develop professional contacts and keep abreast of research in
their ﬁelds, the regional meeting may yet yield
more tangible beneﬁts. “One of the nice things
about the regional meetings is that they are small
enough to encourage discussions after the presentations,” Wayment said. “As a result, several publication opportunities were made available to BYU
faculty who presented at the meeting.” !

James Kugel Lecture
A week after the conference, world-renowned
biblical scholar James Kugel gave a lecture at BYU
on “The Angels That Wept at the Binding of Isaac:
Some Reﬂections on a Curious Text from the Dead
Sea Scrolls.” Formerly the Harry Starr Professor of
Classical, Modern Jewish, and Hebrew Literature at
Harvard University, Kugel is a professor of the Bible
at Bar Ilan University in Israel. He discussed how
Abraham’s oﬀering of Isaac is an example of a story
transformed by ancient interpreters beginning in the
third century bc. To preclude any mistake in how
the missing Hebrew consonants should be read in
a certain line in the account, the interpreters added
“to everyone” in “I have made known to everyone
that you [Abraham] are faithful to me [the Lord] in
continued on page 8
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everything that I have told you”). The authors of the later
Dead Sea Scrolls text 4Q225 Pseudo-Jubilees (written
ca. 200 bc) found this interpolation unsatisfactory and
emended the text so that everyone referred to angels—good
ones who wept at the prospect of Isaac’s death upon the
altar, and bad ones who rejoiced thinking that Abraham
would prove false. These interpreters, Kugel argued, did
not just solve textual problems, they transformed the Bible.
Jewish traditions entered into Christianity via Jerome and
Augustine, he said, and any conception of what the Bible is
has to take into account the inﬂuences of ancient interpreters. The lecture was sponsored by FARMS and the Religious Studies Center. !
FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

Analysis of Textual Variants of the Book of Mormon, Part 1, by
Royal Skousen, is the ﬁrst part of volume 4 of the Book of
Mormon Critical Text Project. Covering the title page through
2 Nephi 10, it analyzes every signiﬁcant variant in the original and printer’s manuscripts and in 20 important editions
of the Book of Mormon (from the 1830 edition to the 1981
edition). The task of this volume is to use the earliest textual
sources and patterns of systematic usage to recover the original
English-language text. Available August 2004.
The FARMS Review (vol. 16, no. 1), edited by Daniel C. Peterson,
features a look at the mention of secret combinations in legal
materials from the early 19th century and a look at trends in
Book of Mormon apologetics. Other articles review books
on the Mountain Meadows Massacre, violent fundamentalism, baptism for the dead, and Thomas S. Ferguson’s search
for archaeological evidence supporting the Book of Mormon.
Available summer 2004.
Journal of Book of Mormon Studies (vol. 13, no. 1), edited by S.
Kent Brown, is a special issue devoted to the Hill Cumorah.
Studies include the geologic history and archaeology of the
area, early accounts of a cave in the hill, the Hill Cumorah
Pageant (its history, music, and costuming), Latter-day Saint
poetry, the Angel Moroni Monument, a linguistic analysis of
the name Cumorah, and the earliest photographs of the hill.
Available early fall 2004.
Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, edited by John Gee and Brian
Hauglid, is the third volume in the Book of Abraham Series. It
includes papers from a FARMS-sponsored conference on the
Book of Abraham and covers such topics as Abraham’s vision
of the heavens, commonalities between the Book of Abraham
and noncanonical ancient texts, and the signiﬁcance of the
Abrahamic covenant. Available fall 2004.
Forthcoming METI Publications
Theodore Abu Qurrah, translated and introduced by John C. Lamoreaux of Southern Methodist University, includes ﬁrst-ever
English translations of a substantial portion of Theodore Abu
Qurrah’s writings, which treat such issues as the characteristics
of true religion and the nature of free will. Abu Qurrah (ﬂ. ad
810), the bishop of Harran (in modern-day southern Turkey),
was one of the ﬁrst Christians to write in Arabic and to mount
a sustained theological defense of Christianity against Islam.
Available fall 2004.
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FARMS is part of Brigham Young University’s Institute for the Study and Preservation of Ancient Religious
Texts. As such, it encourages and supports research on
the Book of Mormon, the Book of Abraham, the Bible,
other ancient scripture, and related subjects. Under the
FARMS imprint, the Institute publishes and distributes
titles in these areas for the benefit of scholars and interested Latter-day Saint readers.
Primary research interests at FARMS include the
history, language, literature, culture, geography, politics,
and law relevant to ancient scripture. Although such
subjects are of secondary importance when compared
with the spiritual and eternal messages of scripture, solid
research and academic perspectives can supply certain
kinds of useful information, even if only tentatively,
concerning many significant and interesting questions
about scripture.
FARMS makes interim and final reports about this
research available widely, promptly, and economically.
These publications are peer reviewed to ensure that
scholarly standards are met. The proceeds from the sale
of these materials are used to support further research
and publications. As a service to teachers and students
of the scriptures, research results are distributed in both
scholarly and popular formats.
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PO Box 7113, University Station, Provo, UT 84602
1-800-327-6715 (or 801-422-9229)
Web site: farms.byu.edu
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